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Introduction 

Colllectable Ivy specializes in the collectibles of long established universities and other well-known 

schools. We carry vintage memorabilia and collectibles for Brown, Columbia University, Cornell, 

Dartmouth, Harvard, Princeton, The University of Pennsylvania and Yale as well as Army, Navy, Notre 

Dame, Duke, George, the University of Chicago and Stanford. Specialty items include Wedgwood items, 

antique pennants, wooden school mascots, framed prints, vintage F. Earl Christy items and unique finds 

from your favorite alma mater. We have a particularly strong expertise in pre-war vintage football 

programs. 

Over the years, we have developed an expertise in the vintage collectibles market and this on-line course 

shares that knowledge for those interested in learning more about collecting. Although we focus on 

collegiate collectibles, our course is a good general primer for the American collectible market in the 19th 

and 20th centuries. 

The course will provide anyone interested in learning about the types and categories of collectibles to 

develop a greater understanding of the categories and areas of interest to collectors. 

Our website: https://www.collectableivy.com/ 

 

  

https://www.collectableivy.com/
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Anri Wooden Mascots 

The ANRI company, located in the Alps of Northern Italy, specializes in hand-carved wooden items 

including collegiate mascots. Although the company still makes wooden carvings, they have not produced 

collegiate mascots in the last 30-40 years due to the stricter enforcement of copyright laws. 

Founded in 1912, the company has a rich heritage, and as you would expect from hand-crafted Italian 

objects, they are very high quality. ANRI made wooden mascot for scores of schools including the 

University of Michigan, Princeton, Yale, Tulane, Columbia, Cornell, Penn State, NYU and Lehigh. ANRI 

collegiate mascots are often confused with those made in the United States by Carter Hoffman. Hoffman’s 

mascots are almost always stamped with the company name on the bottom, the ANRI mascots are 

unmarked. 
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Books 

Vintage and antiquarian books are highly collectible, especially those from the late 19th century. A good 

example is Harper & Brothers Publishers publication of an amazing book in 1895. It focuses on “Four 

American Universities,” specifically Harvard, Yale, Princeton and Columbia. The 202 page book offers great 

historical context on each of the elite schools and includes over fifty nineteenth century illustrations of 

the schools. the piece-de-resistance of the book, however, are four fold out birds-eye views of the schools. 

In the pre-automobile era, each of the images show horse drawn carriages in front of the school and 

trolley cars. 

 

Early books filled with illustrations are also very desirable such as this University of Pennsylvania book 

from 1907: 
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Carter Hoffman Wooden Mascot Collectibles 

Carter Hoffman was a well-known artist from Los Angeles who made hand carved mascots for various Ivy 

League and other colleges in the 1950s. Hoffman also did some mascots for professional sports teams and 

even some lesser known and more obscure schools. Sold under the name “Carter Hoffman Artcraft” they 

have become highly collectible. A brochure from the 1950s lists over 120 different schools that they made 

mascots for. Two pages from an original Carter Hoffman catalog are seen below, showing the location of 

the business in Glendale, California. The mascots and wine stoppers sold for $24 a dozen wholesale, the 

jumbo mascots for $7.50 each. 

 

 

This Connecticut-Yale program from 1952 shows a nice variety of the mascots made by Carter Hoffman.  
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To identify a real Carter Hoffman mascot from those made by other companies, you can look at the feet 

of the mascot. They are stamped in black ink and it will say “Carter Hoffman”  
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Dolls 

Vintage dolls run the gamut. Many cheaper dolls were made in Japan immediately after World War II 

and tend to be made of plastic. Softer more plush toys, such as the U.C.L.A. mascot were offered by the 

schools. 
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Eglomise 

An Eglomise is made of glass on the back of which is a painted picture that shows through. Verre églomisé 

is a French term referring to the process of applying both a design and gilding onto the rear face of glass 

to produce a mirror finish. The name is derived from the 18th-century French decorator and art-dealer 

Jean-Baptiste Glomy, who was responsible for its revival. Collectible Eglomise items with collegiate 

designs are made by Eglomise Designs, Inc. 
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Fans 

Lightweight wooden fans were popular at the turn of the 20th century, including those made for specific 

colleges: 

 

 

Popular during the Victorian Era, sticks and handles could be made of gold, tortoise shell, ivory, mother-

of-pearl, horn, or wood. They were often highly decorated. Most sticks and handles were not only made 

of the previously listed materials, but were inlaid with others. For example, a mother-of-pearl fan could 

be inlaid with gold. 

This rare fan has the pennants from all the ivy league schools except Brown: 
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F. Earl Christy Collectibles 

F. Earl Christy was an American Artist who lived from 1882-1961. His oeuvre includes many works of art 

relating to early college football, with a particular emphasis on the Ivy League. His works were shown on 

pillows, postcards, magazine covers, mugs, and pitchers. An example of his work is seen below – an image 

of a Yale girl on a pillowcase. 

 

Christy practically invented the illustrated image of the “All-American Girl,” at least for the Ivy-League set. 

His early works glorified the society college girl – always beautifully dressed at football games, golf and 

tennis tournaments, riding in automobiles or playing instruments. His first College Girl postcard series was 

published in 1905 by the U.S.S. Postcard Company. When the college girl fad had run its course, he went 

on to paint more mature men and women, movie stars and political figures, still romantically idealized. 

His work can be found on the covers of vintage fan magazines like Photoplay, Modern Screen, Pictorial 

Review, Popular Songs, Radio Stars, Screen Album, Screen Romances, and Shadowplay – not to mention 

sheet music, fans, blotters, book illustrations, boxes, jigsaw puzzles, posters, serving trays, bookmarks, 

advertising mailers, catalogs, programs, china, and textiles [Reprinted from Vintage Image Craft]. 

Later in his career Christy would go on to specialize in glamorous women during the Art Deco period and 

did many illustrations of women in suggestive and alluring positions. 

F. Earl Christy was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in 1882. The “F” is believed to stand for “Frederic”. 

At 17, he painted originals for the Boardwalk Atlantic City Picture company, with many of his early works 

published by the J. Hoover and Sons Calendar Company of Philadelphia. He attended the Pennsylvania 

Academy of Arts from 1905-1907. A University of Pennsylvania post card that mimics a playing card is 

seen below: 
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In addition to images, Christy also did ceramics and porcelain. A beautiful set of mugs and a pitcher were 

adorned with Christy artwork, seen below. Such finely crafted items normally sell for upward of $300 each 

mug. This version features a play from Yale. Christy also did versions of the same mugs for Harvard and 

the University of Pennsylvania. The mugs were made by Avon. 
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Football Programs 

Football programs were in the vast majority of cases produced by the schools themselves, although in the 

early part of the 20th century some program cover illustrations were syndicated, or, they were used to 

adorn multiple programs from different teams. Originally produced with the help of tobacco company 

sponsors in the 1930s several companies started to offer mass production of programs at a lower cost. 

Famous Illustrators of college football programs 

Lon Keller was also one of the first artists to be involved in producing cover illustrations that were 

syndicated. His designs are timeless and classic, as seen below in a Columbia-Yale program from 

1958. Keller designed program for many college, the Army, Navy and Air Force academies, 

Princeton, Cornell and other colleges as well as for high school programs. His most popular 

programs were for his depiction of women on program covers. For an in depth look at Lon’s career 

and illustrations please see www.lonkeller.com. 

 

John Held, Jr. was the preeminent artist of the Jazz Age who was widely published in the New 

Yorker, Harper’s Bazaar, Life Magazine and Vanity Fair. Held was famous for his depiction of the 

popular Roaring Twenties dance ‘The Charleston’ and his depictions of college-age women and in 

particular “the flapper”. Held’s images were done in an angular style. His scantily clad flapper was 

accepted by scandalized elders as the prototype of modern youth, the symbol of our moral 

revolution. Week after week in Life and Judge and College Humor, they danced the Charleston 

with ropes and beads swinging and bracelets clanking and legs kicking at right angles. His images 

area colorful and beautiful as seen in the Harvard-Yale program from 1928. 
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Abner Dean (1910 – 1982), born Abner Epstein, was an American cartoonist. In allegorical or 

surrealist situations, Dean often depicted extremes of human behavior amid grim, decaying urban 

settings or barren landscapes. His artwork prompted Clifton Fadiman to comment, “His pictures 

are trick mirrors in which we catch sight of those absurd fragments of ourselves that we never see 

in the smooth glass of habit.” 

Graduating from Dartmouth in 1931, Dean studied at the National Academy of Design. He worked 

as a commercial illustrator, contributing to The New Yorker, Esquire (magazine) and other 

publications. His work for Life included illustrations of George Orwell’s 1984 for a Life article on 

Orwell. Dean’s work can be seen in this 1929 program. 
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Howard Chandler Christy (January 10, 1873—March 3, 1952) was an American artist famous for 

the “Christy Girl”, similar to a “Gibson Girl”. He painted Scene at the Signing of the Constitution 

of the United States, a famous work he painted in April 1940. It currently is displayed along the 

east stairway in the House of Representatives wing in the Capitol building. His iconic imagery can 

be seen in the Army-Notre Dame program: 
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Bill Canfield was sports cartoonist and staff artist at the Newark News. The News ceased 

publication in 1972 and Canfield became the editorial cartoonist at the Newark Star Ledger. While 

at the Star Ledger, the subjects of Canfield’s daily cartoons closely matched themes in the paper’s 

editorials. Canfield’s covers have a sense of humor and an attention to detail that makes them 

unique. His cover for the Brown game in 1962: 

 

Russell Patterson was a prolific American cartoonist, illustrator and scenic designer, Patterson’s 

art deco magazine illustrations helped promote the idea of the 1920s and 1930s fashion style 

known as the flapper. A graduate of the Art Institute of Chicago, Patterson popularlized the iconic 

images of the Jazz Age and essentially created the “lithe, full-breasted, long-legged American girl-

goddess.” His illustrations appeared on the cover of Life Magazine, The Saturday Evening Post, 

Vanity Fair and Vogue. Patterson illustrated this fabulous Army v. Yale Program cover in 1932 

allowing lovers of college football programs to share in his elegant and fantastic illustrations. 
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T. Diedricksen illustrated Yale covers in the early 1920s. Who exactly is this mystery illustrator 

who signed only with his first initial, but created some of the greatest covers in college football 

history? His full name is Theodore Diedricksen, Jr. and he lived from 1885-1967. He was born in 

Yale’s hometown of Yale and spent his life in Connecticut. In addition to illustrating program 

covers for Yale, Diedricksen also painted with oil on canvas, illustrated books and did sketches in 

pencil. Not surprisingly, Diedricksen graduated from Yale in 1918 with a Bachelors degree in Fine 

Arts. After studying in Paris for two years, Diedricksen became a Professor of Drawings and 

Graphics at Yale. He taught at Yale for over thirty years and retired a Professor Emeritus. 

Diedricksen had a real knack for capturing the essence of early 1920s football as seen below in 

this 1920 program with his cover design. 

 

Before he went on to wider renown as a political cartoonist, Henry Payne illustrated several Ivy League 

football program covers, including these two humorous Princeton programs in 1984 and 1985. Payne is a 

1984 graduate of Princeton. Payne is an editorial cartoonist for the Detroit News and also has illustrated 

for the Charleston (WV) Daily Mail, Scripps Howard News Service, the National Review and the Weekly 

Standard. His work is syndicated by United Media, thus his cartoons receive wide distribution. One of our 

favorite Payne works is his 1983 cover of a Cornell game against Harvard where is does an Ivy Leaguer’s 

take off on the famous New Yorker’s ‘view of the world’ cartoon: 
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Ellison Hoover was an American cartoonist of the early 20th Century. He was born in Cleveland 

and studied at the Cleveland School of Art and the Art Students League. He was a syndicated 

cartoonist for the New York Herald Tribune. He also worked for the Evening World and Newark 

Evening News. Hoover drew the daily strip ‘Mr. and Mrs’ (originally created by Clare Briggs) 

between 1930 and 1947 for national magazines. The texts were by Art Folwell. He also contributed 

to Life Magazine, the New Yorker and the Brooklyn Eagle and worked as a lithographer and painter 

of landscape scenes. A classic hover illustrated cover: 

 

 

Famous people found in college football programs 

Jackie Robinson went to U.C.L.A. prior to his baseball career and played a variety of sports while 

there including football. 
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Roger Staubach played for the Naval Academy and is listed in programs from the early 1960s. 

Astronauts Buzz Aldrin, Frank Borman and Michael Collins didn't play football at the Naval 

Academy, the 1965 program features them. 

Ted Kennedy is pictured in some of the Harvard Programs of 1954 and 1955. Bobby Kennedy is 

pictured in Harvard programs from 1946 and 1947.  

 

 

President Gerald Ford, was a Coach of Yale from 1935-1940 and is pictured periodically in those 

programs. 

John Heisman was the coach of Penn 1920 to 1922 and also attended Brown for two years 1891-

1892 then he attended Penn. 

Glenn (Pop) Warner was a Cornell Guard of the 1890s and would go on to become coach. A good 

program for the serious collector is the 1921 Penn v. Pittsburgh which has Heisman v. Warner as 

coaches facing off against each other. 

Lou Gehrig attended Columbia University in New York and played football, before he joined the 

Yankees to play baseball. Columbia programs from the 1922 season are highly collectible due to 

Gehrig’s affiliation with the team. 

Donald Rumsfeld (Princeton ’54) was featured in detail in the Princeton-Penn program from 1967. 

John Wayne played college Football for U.S.C. in the 1920s and is pictured in their programs. 

Actor Tommy Lee Jones was a Harvard Man. In fact, he played on their football team and is 

pictured in their programs from 1968. Jones played offense guard on the undefeated 1968 

Harvard team. 

President Richard Nixon played football while attending Whittier College and is featured in the 

school’s 1932 programs. 
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The most desirable and collectible programs 

The most sought after programs are those from the classic rivalries: Harvard-Yale (“The Big 

Game”), Army-Navy, Stanford-University of California Berkeley (“The Game”) and Cornell-Penn. 

As a general rule, the older the program, the more valuable they are. Those from the 19th century 

generally sell for hundreds or thousands of dollars. Those from the 1910s are worth at least $100 

and those from the 1920s are worth at least $50. The price of a program is greatly correlated to 

its condition. Those without tape on the spine, those without internal writing on the scorecard 

inside and those without surface soiling or tears are worth more than those with those defects. 

Some programs are especially desirable, either because a famous person is in the program, they 

have a cover done by a famous designer. or there were special events associated with the game, 

the most classic example of this is the Stanford-Cal game from 1982. From Wikipedia: “The Play” 

refers to a last-second kickoff return during a college football game between the University of 

California Golden Bears and the Stanford University Cardinal on Saturday, November 20, 1982. 

Given the circumstances and rivalry, the wild game that preceded it, the very unusual way in 

which The Play unfolded, and its lingering aftermath on players and fans, it is recognized as one 

of the most memorable plays in college football history and among the most memorable in 

American sports. 

After Stanford had taken a 20–19 lead on a field goal with four seconds left in the game, the 

Golden Bears used five lateral passes on the ensuing kickoff return to score the winning 

touchdown and earn a disputed 25–20 victory. Members of the Stanford Band had come onto the 

field midway through the return, believing that the game was over, which added to the ensuing 

confusion and folklore. There remains disagreement over the legality of two of the laterals, adding 

to the passion surrounding the traditional rivalry of the annual “Big Game.” The sought after 

program from the 1982 Big Game: 
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Games 

We’ll bet you don’t know who Elizabeth Magie is off the top your head. Well, she invented the original 

Monopoly, at the time called the Landlord’s Game. She even applied for a patent for it in 1903. Oddly 

enough the game didn’t take off immediately and even Parker Brothers turned down the option to 

produce the game. It was a University of Pennsylvania professor that was instrumental in the game’s 

gaining traction. He used the game to help teach his students about real estate. Parker Brothers took over 

the game in 1934 and the rest, as they say is history. 

In 1991 a company named Late for the Sky Production in Cincinnati, Ohio came up with the idea to do spin 

off versions of the famous Monopoly game, but substituting the streets of Atlantic City for locals at well 

know universities. Exhibit A, above, appropriately is of the University of Pennsylvania. Instead of going to 

jail in the University version of the game you go on academic probation. The Harvard version of the game 

features properties clustered together by color: instead of having Boardwalk and Park Place you instead 

have the Dunster House, Adams House and Eliot House. The cards you pick up when landing on various 

spots on the board might feature a library fine ($50), increased tuition ($200) or making the deans list 

(receive $200). The company ceased making the game several years ago, but not before producing a 

Californiaopoly, Irishopoly, Brownopoly, Stanfordopoly, Yaleopoly, Harvardopoly and game for many 

more schools. 
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Forty years before they would issue Monopoly, Parker Brothers issued the  “Yale-Harvard Game” in 

1894. This beautiful Victorian Era game came in the beautifully illustrated box seen above. The game 

board measures 21 1/2″ x 12 1/2″ and has delightful color images seen below. 

 

Parker Brothers had a patent issued for the unique design of their game board. U.S. Patent #526,908 was 

issued on October 2, 1894 to George S. Parker of Salem, Massachusetts and Joseph P. Friend of Beverly 

Massachusetts. The uniqueness of their design was that the game board was flat and therefore easier to 

play on that a board that can be folded. They also had a drawer built into the side of the box, which holds 

the pieces in a “convenient and secure manner.” 

McLoughlin Bros of New York issued a very early game called The Yale and Princeton Foot Ball Game. 

McLouglin Brothers was an early maker of board games, beginning in 1858. It also produced early games 

such as Grandmama’s Improved Game of Useful Knowledge (1887), The Christmas Goose (1890), The 

Errand Boy (1891). They produced a series of interesting games until they were bought out by Parker 

Brothers in 1920. It is very rare: 
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Halcyon Days Boxes 

Halcyon Days is a British retailer that makes enamel trinket boxes, among other products, including 

watches and jewelry. We are interested in them because they are made selectively for select universities 

and colleges, although they are difficult to find since they are offered in limited quantities. Halcyon Days 

boxes have enjoyed Royal patronage, having been commissioned to produce designs for The Queen 

Mother, The Queen, The Duke of Edinburgh and The Prince of Wales. They were granted royal warrants 

as the first “Suppliers of Objets d’Art” between 1972 and 1987. Distribution of Halcyon Days Enamels is 

highly selective and is restricted to stores such as Tiffany’s and Neiman-Marcus. 

 

 

The box commissioned for Harvard is especially striking, designed by Tiffany & Co. The inside of the box 

has the Harvard logo and a “350” mark. The box was made in 1986 to celebrate the 350th anniversary of 

Harvard’s founding. The front of the box shows a “View of Harvard” by Burgis-Price. 
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Jewelry 

The most common form of collectible and vintage jewelry in the collegiate market are charms, such as 

this vintage Cornell charm: 

 

One of the most important things to consider when looking at vintage jewelry is whether it is made of 

sterling silver, which increases its value. Typically anything made from sterling silver will be marked, 

“Sterling” on the rear, usually in small letters, so sometimes it requires a magnifying glass to identify it. 

Other common items include broaches: 

 

Or gold bracelets, like this specimen of a Stanford bracelet: 

 

Items that are unique or unusually shaped like this heart-shaped brooch from Yale are especially 

desirable: 

[picture] 
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Ben Silver is a jewelry maker Charleston, SC that offer a variety of high quality items and they have a line 

of products that specialize in the collegiate market. Their blazer buttons are especially prized, because 

they are made of brass and are plated with 24k gold. They also offer variations of the buttons, some are 

gold filled and others are made of sterling silver.  A set of Dartmouth buttons is seen below.  

 

 

Brass or copper belt buckles are also a collectible category. The Jenkins Company, based in Baltimore, 

was an early maker of collegiate belt buckles. The company also made class rings for the high school and 

collegiate markets. 
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Louis Marx & Company 

Whoopie Cars were made by Louis Marx & Company. Marx’ was a toy company which did business in the 

United States between 1919 and 1978. Marx’s toys were sold at five and dime stores and also higher end 

retailers such as Sears and Montgomery Ward. Made of tin, it is a wind up toy. 

The car has a nice collegiate design and Princeton and Yale pennants are lithographed onto the rear 

wheels. The trunk on the rear has college decals for an eclectic group of colleges: NYU, CCNY, Vassar, UVA, 

Univ of Wisconsin and Michigan. The original box that the car was sold in is seen below: 

 

 

The top of the windshield says “Whoopee” as does a sticker on the trunk. Oddly, the box calls it a 

“Whoopie” car, spelled with an “i” rather than with an “e”. 

 

A variation of the toy without the art deco ladies on the back says “Louis Marx & Co.” on the bottom of 

the suitcase strapped to the front of the car. Whoopie Cars are highly desirable and collectible with an 

active trading market for them on eBay.  
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Pennants and Banners 

Vintage collegiate pennants are one of the most popular collectibles for the alumni or collector, 

particularly older style pennants made of felt with the letters sewn on. Current pennants made by almost 

all schools are chintzy. Like a lot of what is made today it is mass produced with an eye toward maximizing 

profit, thus, low cost materials and a quick production process are of paramount importance. Not so in 

earlier eras, when companies took pride in what they made and thus items latest longer. 

Chicago Pennant Company or “Chipenco” 

The Chicago Pennant Company was a large maker of pennants for the collegiate and other markets. The 

earliest reference we have found to the Chicago Pennant Company was a patent they received in 1928 

for a shipping container. In the 1930s they described themselves as, “Manufacturers of Pennants, 

Pillows, Banners. Memory Books, etc. of Felt and Leather. 6642 Cottage Grove Ave. Chicago”. During a 

later period, likely the 1950s, their tags identifed them as makers of “DISTINCTIVE COLLEGE SPECIALTIES, 

Manufactured By, CHICAGO PENNANT CO., 1921 West 87th St., CHICAGO, ILLINOIS”. Later, the business 

labeled products with the more snazzy sounding “Chi Penco” or “Chipen’co”, an acronmy for Chicago 

Pennant Company. We don’t know when they stopped making banners and pennants, but know that 

they do us until at least 1979. An obituary in 2005 for Janet Bergman Hagins notes that she managed a 

family business, Chicago Pennant Company, until her retirement. The companies designs were unique 

and often funny, as seen in this Yale banner below. 

 

 

Hormel Mini Pennants 

Hormel, the company that makes SPAM ham, used to give away free collegiate pennants in the 1950s. 

All you had to do was sent in a quarter through the mail (presumably to cover the cost of postage) with 

a label from your SPAM purchase and Hormel would send you six collegiate pennants. There were a 

total of 96 schools to pick from. The pennants measured 9 1/4 long by 3 1/2 inches tall at the highest 

point. 

Hormel pointed out what a great bargain these are as pennants in the 1950s regularly sold for 15 cents 

each, thus getting six for only 25 cents was a 90 cent value. The pennants are collectible today and sell 

for a lot more than 15 cents each! 
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Leaf Pennants 

Other pennants we carry in inventory from time to time were called "Go-Go" pennants, also made of 

felt. People often ask if the holes in the pennant were a defect. They were not, they were a feature of 

the pennant, so you could hang them from a string as pictured in the company advertisement below. 

The pennants were made by Leaf Brands, a division of W.R. Grace and measured 9 3/4 inches by 3 1/8 

inches. 
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Pins and Buttons 

Pins featuring the name and colors or your alma mater are a nice way to show affinity to the college you 

love and support. We’re not sure how far back collegiate pins go; the first reference we could find was to 

a Bowdoin College pin referenced in the New York Times in November 1892, “A college pin has at last 

made its appearance. It is in the shape of a small square silver button, and across its white enameled fact 

is the word Bowdoin.” 

Collegiate buttons mirror the evolution of buttons in the political sphere. Although their history can be 

traced back earlier, the first buttons widely used in a presidential campaign were in 1896. For those a little 

rusty on their 19th century history that was William McKinley vs. William Jennings Bryan. The first pin-

back style button was patented in 1896. 

 

Although less popular today, vintage pin-back buttons are still sought after by collectors and alumni. As 

seen in the image above, there is a broad range of style and types of buttons. Many were intended to be 

worn at football games, thus many schools have varieties that feature dangling footballs or football 

players. Famous illustrators even dabbled in pins as evidenced by this nice Yale button with the design 

done by Rube Goldberg:  
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Pin Flags 

Classic collegiate pins in the shape of a flag is a nice collectible item and a nice way to show off your school 

spirit. Most of the pins alumni find desirable were produced in the 1910s, ’20s and ’30s. The most elegant 

are those made of sterling silver, which almost always have a “sterling” mark on the rear of the pin. The 

sterling designation means that the metal is 92.5% silver, with the remaining consisting of other metals. 

 

 

Many pins are made in a cloisonné fashion with an enamel material for the actual flag: 
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Postcards 

Postcards have long been out of vogue, and are clearly irrelevant in the age of social media. How do you 

even mail a postcard today? You mean there are places owned by the government that you actually go 

into to deposit them? How old-fashioned. It’s much easier to just tweet something or post it on Facebook. 

Well, the world of old-fashioned postcards are actively collected. Most feature a simple piece of rigid 

paper measuring 5 1/2 x 3 1/2 inches, although as seen below, they actually come in all shapes and sizes. 

Since our interests run to colleges and universities, we feature some of the abnormal below, beginning 

with a Columbia University fold-out postcard from the turn of the century. The beautiful image of a 

Victorian era girl folds out to six and a half inches when fully displayed. 

 

 

The ”Divided Back” era of postcards was roughly from 1907 – 1915, so if you see a postcard with a divided 

back and are having trouble dating it, this is the general time period. 

The Smithsonian Museum generally dates “Linen” postcards the 1930s through 1945 and technically 

aren’t even made from linen. “Linen” describes a higher than usual content of cotton fiber in the paper 

utilized that gives the cards their distinct texture, the beautiful and subtle use of color on them can be 

seen in this Columbia University postcard: 
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This unusual Harvard postcard is made, of all things, from leather, which is a rarity: 

 

Linen postcards were replaced by the current standard of photochrome cards after the 1940s. 
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Posters 

Dartmouth Winter Carnival Posters 

The “Mardi Gras of the North” is held for three days every February at Dartmouth and is a rite of 

passage for all who attend this hallowed institution. Our interest in the winter carnival is around 

their fabulous posters that are produced to accompany the event. The first poster produced was 

for the inaugural carnival in 1911. It pictures an abstract picture of a skier in flight. There was then 

a long hiatus on the production of posters to accompany the event. Between 1912 and 1934 there 

were no posters produced. When they resumed in the 1930s and 40s they were in primarily an 

“art moderne” style. The 50s saw the posters go through phases of Bauhaus Constructivism and 

Kitsch. There is an annual Winter Carnival Poster contest and until 1942 the poster contest was 

open to design students (from the Pratt Institute) and to Dartmouth students. After 1946 it was 

open only to students. The judges are a board of “men” from the Dartmouth Carnival Council and 

the faculty of the College. This description was taken from a 1963 memo outlining the contest. 

Image features Mickey Mouse and The Grinch are very rare and popular:  

   

 

Other Posters 

Some very well-known illustrators also did collegiate posters in the early 20th century. One of the most 

prominent was J.C. Leyendecker. Leyendecker did cover illustrations for the Saturday Evening Post for 

over 40 years beginning in 1899. In total his distinctive style appeared on 322 covers. Below is a 1913 

poster he did to celebrate Cornell’s victory over the University of Pennsylvania and a Penn poster with the 

same image in a different uniform. 



On-line Vintage Collectibles Course             Collectable Ivy  Page 34 
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Prints 

Lithographic prints are collectible items and several artists specialized in collegiate paintings and 

illustrations.  

Richard Rummell 

The most well regarded was Richard Rummell (1848-1924). Rummell was a Brooklyn based artist who 

specialized in works of colleges and universities. Since it was quite difficult to do a bird's eye view during 

his lifetime it has been speculated that Rummell worked from a hot air balloon, however, it is more 

likely that he used some process of isometric drawing to convey the illusion of altitude. His original 

prints were done in small editions and are extremely difficult to find, thus the reproduction. Rummell’s 

works were finely detailed and have a beautiful use of color, as seen in the Michigan and Pennsylvania 

prints below 
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Rummell’s original lithographic prints were hand tinted and done in limited editions. Littig & Company 

commissioned Rummell to paint about 40 different colleges and universities. The lithographs were 

produced from copper plates and were relatively small, measuring 15 inches in length. 

About 1910 a limited number of these engravings were distributed in sepia color. In the 1960s, Paul 

Victorius purchased the plates, drew each print by hand from the plates, hand-colored it with 

watercolors and sold them through alumni offices. Currently, the original plates are owned by Arader 

Galleries in Philadelphia, who are creating modern versions. 

Nathanial Currier of Currier & Ives 

Nathanial Currier's 1835 hand colored lithograph of Dartmouth Row is seen below. Currier later teamed 

with Ives to form one of the best know graphic firms of their day. Originals are very rare. Some more 

modern prints are more common. 

 

Currier also painted the Harvard v. Oxford Boat race, in 1869, seen below. 
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I.B. Fischer 

I.B. Fischer of New York also did lithographic prints of various prestigious universities in the 1940s. Their 

Princeton print is below and their style is very different than those of Rummell, with a very Edwardian 

look to their work. 

 

Frederic Remington 

Fredric Remington is arguable the most famous artist to depict western American scenes, working in 

sculpture, oil and doing sketches. His most recognizable works are those depicting cowboys and Indians 

during the rugged frontier days of the American West. Remington was also a Yale graduate and played 

football on the 1879 Yale team. Remington also did some sketches of early collegiate football like the 

one below which he did for Harper’s Weekly. 
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Pottery and American Ware 

Many vintage collectibles are pottery or “American Ware.” Among the items made were mugs, plates 

and sometimes dinnerware. 

 

Avon was the most common maker of pottery. Founded in 1886 and based on Cincinnati, Ohio their items 

were made from yellow clay or white clay, decorated with atomized colors and painted designs. Items 

made by Avon are easy to identify as they are stamped with the makers name on the bottom: 

 

Another common manufacturer was the Crescent Utopia Pottery Company on Trenton, New Jersey. 

Trenton was an early center of pottery and plate manufacturers in the late 19th century. At the turn of 

the 20th century it was the largest manufacturing hub in the country with over fifty different pottery 

companies working there. The best book to use to identify who made a particular piece of pottery or 

American Ware is Marks of American Potters, which lists all early manufacturers, includes a brief history 

of each company and an image of their identifying mark. 
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Haviland Limoges 

The French high-end porcelain manufacturer Haviland Limoges also dabbled in some early collegiate 

items, this very early Yale mug has the companies trademark on the bottom. 
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Reed & Barton Damascene Etchings 

Reed & Barton produced a series of limited edition Damascene etchings for various Colleges and 

Universities. The prints are made with silver, 24 karat gold vermeil, burnished cooper and bronze. Reed & 

Barton was a prominent American silversmith manufacturer based in the city of Taunton, Massachusetts 

and is now owned by Lenox, although they no longer produce these etchings. The art is framed and 

measures 14 1/2 inches x 12 1/2 inches. The etchings display beautifully with a surprising amount of detail 

in the artwork. Below are some representative etchings: 

 

U.C. Berkeley Greek Theatre 

Damascene has a long history dating back centuries and was historically produced in locations that 

developed expertise in the technique such as Kyoto, Japan or Toldeo, Spain. The etchings were produced 

from the 1940s to the 1970s in limited editions. They are easy to maintain and were finished with a 

protective seal so that the copper and silver don’t need to be treated and don’t tarnish. 
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Spode Plates 

Founded by Josiah Spode in 1770, Spode has been producing the finest ceramics and celebrated designs 

in Stoke-on Trent, England for 250 years. Spode made collegiate plates for only a few schools and they are 

difficult to find. 

 

 

A Dartmouth Spode Plate 

 

 

 

A Stanford Spode Plate 
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Tobacco Rugs, Silks and Carpets 

The early part of the twentieth century saw high rates of cigarette smoking and an intensely competitive 

market among manufacturers. Egyptian and Turkish tobacco products were all the rage, in particular made 

by a company called Murad. Prior to 1900 people hand-rolled their own cigarettes so buying a package in 

a colorful package was a big deal. Murad was a leader in using marketing to help advance its sales. There 

was a time in the 1970s when a bank would give you a toaster as a gift when opened an account. Murad 

employed a similar strategy “giving away” little gifts when you purchase their premium products. 

Although tobacco rugs were produced across a variety of different themes including Middle Eastern 

design patterns and country flags, our focus is on those associated with colleges and universities. 

One popular such item were “tobacco” rugs, which often times were created with pennants and images 

of well-known universities on them. The rugs are miniature, typically measuring 7 inches by 4 inches. They 

are also known today as “doll house rugs,” and were made of either felt or silk. 

 

 

In addition to the miniature rugs, manufacturers also produced leather “gifts” with their products. Also 

small items, they typically measure 2 1/2 x 2 inches, and because the image is pressed into the leather 

from behind the pennants are normally raised above the surface: 
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Murad’s most popular give away, though were tobacco cards (measuring 5 by 8 inches). Murad offered 

150 different cards (six different set of 25), in their “college series,” highlighting various schools, and often 

an athlete for the school. Unlike silks or leather, cards were never included with the pack of cigarettes. 

Instead, after you accumulated a certain number (typically 15) purchase receipts, you mailed them into 

the company and they sent you a card. They even provided a handy list of each set on the back of the 

card: 

 

 

These gifts were relatively short lived, having their heyday between 1900 and the advent of the First 

World War. The give away gifts came in little envelopes, a rare example of one is seen below from the 

Egyptienne brand: 
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“View” Books 

“View Books,” or early books filled with photographic scenes were popular in the late 19th and early 

20th century. Many were made by the Albertype Company in Brooklyn. They feature early black and 

white images. Many are bound by strong with paper boards. An Albertype is a picture printed from a 

type of gelatine-coated plate produced by means of a photographic negative. 
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Wedgwood and Lenox Plates and Dinnerware 

Wedgwood Plates for various universities were made by Josiah Wedgwood and Sons, Ltd. in Staffordshire 

England. Although Wedgwood still produces plates, they no longer produce sets for universities. Below is 

a summary of the plates they produced for some Ivy League schools and some other well-known schools: 

Yale Wedgwood Plates 

Wedgwood issued Yale plate sets in 1930, 1932, 1934, 1942, 1949 and 1959. The design was done by 

Edwin L. Taylor who was a professor at the Yale School of Fine Arts. The also issued a Yale set that included 

dinner plates, bread and butter plates, platters, bouillon cups and saucers, tea plates, tea cups and 

saucers, a teapot, sugar bowl and a cream pitcher, in 1934. The advertisement for the 1934 plates is seen 

below. 

 

Cornell Wedgwood Plates 

Wedgwood produced a beautiful set of dinner plates based on Cornell University in 1933. The plates 

featured a dozen scenes from the Cornell Campus including “The Crescent” as they called it, now known 

as Schoellkopf Field. Other buildings on campus that were included in the series were: Sage Chapel, the 

War Memorial, Balch Halls, Baker Laboratory, Willard Straight Hall, Sibley Dome, McGraw Hall, Myron 

Taylor Hall and Goldwin Smith Hall as well as a plate of Ezra Cornell. 

Princeton Wedgwood Plates 
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Wedgwood produced a dozen plates for Princeton University in 1930 and they include Nassau Hall, The 

Chapel, McCosh Walk, Cuyler Hall, Clio and Whig Halls, Stanhope Hall, Graduate College Tower, Tiger 

Gateway and Little Tower, Holder Hall, Blair Tower and Witherspoon Hall. An advertisement for the plates 

from 1930 is for “Staffordshire Blue Princeton Plates made by Wedgwood,” and they advertise that each 

plate bears a different Princeton View. Sold by subscription only in complete sets of one dozen. The 

proceeds from the sale of the plates was used to publish The Princeton War Record. The plates were 

$15.00 for the dozen. 

 

 

Dartmouth College Wedgwood Plates 

The English plate maker Wedgwood issued a set of commemorative plates for Dartmouth College when 

it celebrated its bicentennial in 1969. The plates were originally sold at Campion’s, a long-time retailer in 

Hanover, New Hampshire. The Dartmouth Wedgwood plates are difficult to find. Dartmouth also had 

plates issued by Spode, which include various campus scenes. 

Harvard University Wedgwood Plates 

Wedgwood produced a series of twelve plates for Harvard University in 1927, the first of many such sets 

produced by Wedgwood. The Library is pictured above. The plates features a transfer printed in blue on 

a 10.25 inch diameter plate. Each with a fruit and flower border. Approximately 5,000 sets were produced. 

The set was later reproduced in 1941 in red as well as blue and again reissued in 1952. Though not the 

same, both of these sets were similar to the original 1927 set with some minor changes. The plates 

includes various campus buildings including Harvard Business School, Harvard Law School, Holder Hall, 

Lionel, Harvard Hall and the Medical School, among others. 

Columbia University Wedgwood Plates 
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The plates produced for Columbia University were made in 1932 and include the School of Mines, 

Columbia College, Russell Hall, College of Physicians, South Hall, the Law School, St. Paul's Chapel, 

Hamilton Hall, and more. 

MIT Wedgwood Plates 

The Wedgwood plates produced for the Massachusetts Institute of Technology are undated and include 

the President's House, Dupont Court, the Rogers Building, Baker House and more. 

University of Pennsylvania Wedgwood Plates 

Wedgwood plates for Penn were also produced in the 1930s and include images of Franklin Field, the 

Medical School, Bennett Hall, Towne Scientific School, the Entrance to the Dormitories and more. 

University of Michigan Wedgwood Plates 

Michigan Wedgwood Plates were produced in the late 1930s and image include the Library, the 

Engineering Arch, the Hospital, Angell Hall, Alumni Memorial Hall, the President's House and more. 

In addition to Wedgwood plates, there were also ashtrays and demitasse cup and saucer sets produced 

for various schools. An image of a demitasse cup issued for the Harvard Tercentenary in 1936 is below, as 

well as an ashtray. 
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Lenox Plates and Mugs 

Lenox made college and university mugs in the early part of the 20th century. We have seen mugs and 

other items from the 1910-1930 period that are highly decorative. Lenox also made a set of plates for 

Columbia University dated to the 1920s. 
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Dating Items 

Columbia 

Columbia University was originally called Kings College and changed its name 1784 to Columbia College. 

It became Columbia University in 1912, so any items that say “Columbia College” on them were made 

prior to 1912. The Columbia School of Mines changed its name to the School of Engineering in 1926. 

Columbia operated in mid-town Manhattan (49th Street and Madison Avenue) for many years and 

moved to its current Morningside Heights location in 1898, thus anything that reference the campus on 

49th street dates prior to 1898. 

Princeton  

Princeton College became Princeton University in 1896. The school was founded as the College of New 

Jersey in 1746. In its early years, it was sometimes referred to as Nassau Hall after the main (and often 

the only) building the school was located in. 

Yale 

Yale changed its name from Yale College to Yale University in 1887. 
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Further Reading and References 

1. Marks of American Potters, published by Cracker Barrel Press is a great source to identify which 

manufacturers produced early pottery work. 

2. Inside the Program: A History of College Football Vol. 1 The Early Years through the 1940's 

(Volume 1) is an invaluable guide to old college football programs. 

3. Inside the Program: A History of College Football Vol. 2 The Golden Age of the 1950s to the 

Modern Era is also invaluable. Both books were written by Edson A. Bearg and are copiously 

illustrated. 

4. Winter Carnival : A Century of Dartmouth Posters a hardcover book published by the Dartmouth 

Press in 2010. 

5. A great resource to learn about postcards is MetroPostCard.com. 

6. The bible for tobacco cards, postcard, pins, buttons and other collectible items from before 

World War II is the American Card Catalog by Jefferson Burdick, although the book is 

increasingly difficult to find. It can help in dating or verifying a manufacturer of many items. 

 

 


